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IMPACT REPORT

I THINK!
I CARE!
I DO!

Millennium Kids Inc is a not for profit environmental organisation run 
by young people for young people. Millennium Kids Inc is a Sustainable 
Schools WA Alliance partner and a registered UN Sustainable 
Development Goal project.

2020 
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About Millennium Kids 
Since 1996, Millennium Kids has 
enabled thousands of young 
people to have their say about 
the environment, leading to 
thousands of inspiring youth-led 
initiatives that have contributed 
significantly to the environment 
and communities in Western 
Australia and beyond. 

Millennium Kids is a not for profit environmental youth 
organisation run by young people for young people. 
We exist for kids to tackle the big issues and empower 
them with the tools to be change agents in their 
communities.

Millennium Kids works with local, regional and 
international communities to develop One Thousand 
Actions for the Planet, a youth-driven sustainability 
initiative to transform their ideas into practical 
action projects.  With pathways for both community 
engagement and school partnerships Millennium Kids 
is able to work with young people in a range of settings.

At Millennium Kids we are working towards sustainable 
futures and are committed to the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals, specifically the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development. 

Millennium Kids 
mentors work beside 
kids to make their 
project ideas real.

#millenniumkids | millenniumkids.com.au

UNAAWA 2020 Enviro Winner
ABOUT MILLENNIUM KIDS
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Our Purpose

Millennium Kids empowers young 
people to take action on the issues 
they care about, exploring ways to 
solve problems through the different 
roles and responsibilities of change 
makers.

The Advocate

The Change Agent

The Reformer 

The Citizen

Working with young people to 
transform ideas into practical action 
projects that can be implemented in 
their own communities through; 

• Education

• Education for Behaivour Change

• Advocacy 

• Innovation and Design

• Community Action

• Rules and and Regulations

Our Values

• Youth voice is valued and recognised

• Support, guide and mentor young 
people wanting to play a role in 
taking care of the environment and 
community 

• Promote young people collaborating 
with the community to build a 
sustainable future

• Nurture youths’ Future Thinking skills 
as active citizens throughout their 
lifetime

• Provide youth with  the opportunities, 
skills, resources, and relationships they 
need to feel empowered to take action 
in the community 

Our Mission

Millennium Kids’ mission is to 
empower young people to take action 
on sustainability issues in their 
communities by providing young 
people with the skills, resources, and 
relationships they need to initiate 
change. We strive to generate and 
support the next generation of globally 
responsible leaders. 

“At the end of the day, I don’t 
want to protect the environment, 
I want to create a world where 
the environment doesn’t need 
protection.” Hannah Marsden

2011
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Millennium Kids key beliefs and 
principles are the framework in 
which we run our organisation. 
They are what drive our projects 
and programs. 

Our Youth are our next generation of leaders and 
decision makers. It is crucial that we continue giving 
them tools and creating platforms for these youth to 
have a say. Making up more than half of our global 
population, they need to be included in the local and 
global decision-making process. 

Our Youth have the right to live in a world free from 
environmental degradation. They should not be 
subjected to fear and devastation due to inaction. 

Key Beliefs and Principles Our Youth have the right 
to live in a world free 
from environmental 
degradation. They 
should not be subjected 
to fear and devastation 
due to inaction. 
• Provide an effective channel for young people to 

develop skills, express their views and take practical 
and constructive action on environmental and 
citizenship issues. 

• Provide hands on knowledge and practical training 
on environmental subjects of interest to members 
and support the establishment of each member’s 
own environmental or citizenship projects. 

• Provide assistance with the development of 
environmental education youth programs for 
members, schools and communities.

• Provide networking opportunities that allow members 
to share their own experiences and knowledge with 
local, state, federal and international allies and 
partners.

• Assist in the development of relationships with 
sponsors to provide members with learning 
opportunities about the environment and managing 
their own organisation.

• Enable the gathering of a broad spectrum of opinions 
from young people to develop common sets of goals

KEY BELIEFS AND PRINCIPLES
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INSPIRE

IMPLEMENT 

CREATE AND 
INNOVATE ACTIVATE

EXPLORE AND 
COLLABORATE

EVALUATE AND 
CELEBRATE

Skills for Life

Skills for Life Process
Millennium Kids developed a range of tools and training programs 
using a ‘Skills for Life” process with young people engaged in identifying 
sustainability opportunities and challenges, mapping them in a framework 
which can be adapted depending on entry point. Through incorporating an 
inquiry approach, project-based learning and mentoring to promote skills in 
problem-solving, collaboration and project design and delivery 

Millennium Kids Toolkit
The MK process allows for young people to brainstorm ideas, develop an 
opportunity for change and use 1000 Actions Planet Process Guide and 
Workbook as a guide to developing a project. We call this youth voice and 
engagement. This process was co-designed by young people in 2003 to 
investigate sustainability issues, explore opportunities of change, design 
solutions and develop practical projects. During 2019 - 2020  we further 
developed our MK toolkit with the help of Joanne Marriott, Strategic Change 
and Leadership Consultant and Media on Mars to make it an easy to use 
and accessible document, which we can roll out to schools, communities and 
individuals to develop their own change making initiatives.

The Process 1. Inspire
Inspiration is about expanding our 
thinking about the world and figuring 
out the range of issues young 
people are concerned about. Get 
your team together and have some 
fun exploring the exciting world of 
possibilities for change in the world. 
Once you’ve finished the Inspire 
stage, you’ll be full of ideas about 
how to create positive change.

2. Explore and 
collaborate 
Exploration is about digging a bit 
deeper to discover more information 
about our chosen opportunity, about 
developing and testing ideas with 
different stakeholders, and getting 
feedback to refine and improve the 
initial concept. Once you’ve finished 
this stage, you’ll be equipped with 
a thorough understanding of the 
opportunity you want to pursue.

3. Create and innovate
Creation is about refining your 
understanding of the problem and 
defining the future solution as a basis 
for setting goals and developing 
your project plan. It is said we can’t 
keep doing what we are doing. We 
need innovative ideas to solve the 
big issues. Once you’ve finished the 
Create and Innovate stage, your 
project will be ready to launch.

4. Implement
Implementation is about taking 
action to launch your project and 
work through the activities you have 
planned in order to achieve your 
goals. This is an ongoing process 
throughout the project and once 
underway, you’ll start to see real 
progress.

5. Activate
Activation is about proactively 
engaging with the community to 
affect change. You’ll need to get 
creative to think about the different 
community groups and how you can 
best inspire, educate and empower 
them to understand the issue and 
tackle the opportunity. Successful 
activation leads to real change and 
impact.

6. Evaluate and celebrate
Evaluation is about reviewing the 
results and achievements of the 
project, the impact that you’ve 
had and the findings and lessons 
learned along the way. Now you’ve 
completed your project, its time to 
submit the final report and celebrate 
your success! 

THE PROCESS - SKILLS FOR LIFE AND TOOLKIT
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1000 Actions for the Planet

We believe young people are our future leaders 
and our youth voice and engagement philosophy 
is based on the notion that young people already 
know about sustainability issues and have 
exceptional ideas for change.  

The 21st century needs these problem solvers and 
innovators ready to meet the challenges of the 
future. We work to empower our young people 
with ‘skills for life’ by lifting their voices and giving 
them platforms to be heard. This ‘skills for life’ 
is a toolkit for young change makers and their 
mentors to - inspire, explore and collaborate, create 
and innovate, implement, activate, evaluate and 
celebrate. 

The Advocate
Be a champion for change. You like to speak 
up for change, meet with people and put your 
team’s ideas for change on the table whether it 
is the Principal’s office, the P&C, meeting Local 
Government, or the Commissioner for Children and 
Young People’s office. 

The Change Agent 
You have ideas that you want to put into action. 
You can bring people together, design a plan 
that educates and makes change in the wider 
community. You can motivate people and 
promote your ideas to inspire change. 

The Reformer 
You want to make change by changing the rules 
and regulations. You are happy to monitor the 
progress of change and ensure the rules are 
enforced.

The Citizen
You know that change is needed. You like to help 
others put their ideas together. You are keen to 
help in any way you can. 

Adapted from Moyer adapted from Moyer, Bill. The Practical 
Strategist. San Francisco: Social Movement Empowerment 
Project, 1990. 

THE PROCESS - ONE THOUSAND ACTIONS FOR THE PLANET
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Youth Board

Council

Alumni

Mentors

Meet the Team

“In the future, I hope 
Millennium Kids will be able to 
develop more youth leaders as 

I believe this is important for 
the future and sustainability 

of the organisation.”Youth Board
2020

MEET THE TEAM 
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Our Youth Board has 15 
members between the aged 
between 10 and 24 years. 

The engine room of Millennium Kids, 
our Youth Board plays a pivotal role in 
developing the MK programs, meeting 
with the Council five times a year as 
well as running monthly programs on 
the third Sunday of each month.  

The Youth Board pitches ideas for new 
projects and not only run their own 
sustainability projects but help design 
new ones for Millennium Kids tackling 
the big issues.

Youth Board Perspective

I am proud to be a Millennium Kids 
Youth Board member. This year, 
despite many challenges, we have 
achieved more than ever!

The Youth Board began the year as an Advisory Council for 
the Commissioner for Young People and Children, where we 
presented our ideas of what was important to us. The themes 
were based around loss of tree canopy, deforestation and 
climate change.

Youth Board
Through this process I began to take on the lead of the Youth 
Led Citizens Assembly on Climate Change Assembly and have 
thoroughly enjoyed working as a team and challenging each 
other through the process.

 

The Citizens Assembly steering committee has been working 
alongside expert advisor Emeritus Professor Janette Hartz-
Karp, as well as collaborating with a team of film makers, 
advocates and mentors to design the world first, youth led, 
Climate Change Citizens Assembly. A Citizens Assembly brings 
together a group of people and educates them giving all 
perspectives on an issue. The attendees are then able to make 
an informed decision and find a solution to the issue posed 
by the end of the four days. We believe this is a viable solution 
to the climate challenges we are facing because currently the 
majority of the policies around the environment are being 
made in the Australian parliament without consultation 
from the younger generation, who will have to live with the 
consequences of their decisions.

During COVID-19 the team met weekly online to plan and 
discuss how we are going to put the Citizens Assembly into 
action. We met with numerous experts and educated ourselves 
about the process. We are going to run the Citizens Assembly 
in September 2021, in line with the Australian Association for 
Environmental Education (AAEE) conference. Prior to this we 
are going to run four Mini-publics in regional Western Australia 
involving young people 13- 17 years to gain an insight into what 
may come out of the Citizens Assembly. These Mini-publics will 
also to assist us in developing a question, which will be posed 
to the Citizens Assembly participants.

We are grateful to have already received significant donations 
of time and money to support our Assembly. Sunburnt Films, 
a local company, donated $5000 worth of their time towards 
making a film about the process which we look forward to 
launching in 2021 to garner support for the Assembly. 

Bella P 

Youth Board Member 

MEET THE TEAM - YOUTH BOARD PERSPECTIVE
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Our Council is built from 
members over 25 years and 
allows for the function and 
facilitation of our Youth 
Board and organisation. This 
is achieved through fiscal 
management, duty of care 
and governance.  

Anna worked as a volunteer with 
Millennium Kids when she studied 
Environmental Science and Law at 
Murdoch University . Now Anna is 
the Chairperson of Millennium Kids 
Inc.

Well, in 2019 I started my report by saying “What a year it has 
been”. Who knew that there were much more testing times 
ahead of us.

I would like to thank every Youth Board member, student, 
parent, teacher, Council member, mentor and MK family 
member for the huge effort it has taken to shift gears and 
adapt this year. Time and time again, MK has proven that it 
is nimble, responsive and resilient in its approach to achieving 
it mission and goals and I commend you all on the strength 
and effort you have each shown this year – you have lived 
our values through testing times and achieved more than I 
ever dared to dream in a year like 2020. You should all be 
immensely proud of your achievements.

Chairperson’s Report

Council
To our sponsors and in-kind donors, thanks for sticking with 
us, we know you are doing it tough too and your support has 
meant so much to us this year. We are proud to have you in 
our circle and we hope to keep relationships strong for years to 
come.

I hope you will take the time to thoroughly read this Annual 
Report. The team have done an outstanding job covering the 
many achievements of the year – thankyou to everyone who 
went above and beyond to produce the report this year.

It has been my pleasure and privilege to be your MK 
Chairperson again this year. You have all shown me what true 
leadership looks like and I hope that I have, in turn, added value 
in gently guiding you towards the tremendous goals you set for 
yourselves, MK, the community and its global citizens.

Anna Wylie

Chairperson 2020

MEET THE TEAM - CHAIRPERSON REPORT
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Mentors Matter

Trained Alumni and 
Volunteers who mentor 
current Millennium Kid 
youth seeking feedback. 
They are often scientists, 
indigenous Elders, industry 
representatives and field 
specialists who provide 
technical information, 
challenge our youth mentees 
and guide mentees.  

I can’t think of a better use of my 
science background than mentoring 
kids through MK. It works at a 
number of levels, from casual 
discussion on excursions in the bush, 
to helping on specific projects that 
kids are working on. 
My favourite ‘big picture’ project remains the collaborative work 
with the Indonesian youth not for profit ‘WeSAVE, in Sumbawa, 
Indonesia.  I’ve been involved with them for four years now, 
and have watched them go from strength to strength.  If you 
haven’t followed the project, allow me to bring you up to speed 
with some highlights. 

Mentors
After an initial approach from an associate of WeSAVE, and a 
few months of online mentoring, Cat, CEO MK,  suggested that 
there was something going on that we needed to understand 
better. We were on our way to the long-established MK 
partnership in Surabaya, so we detoured on the way. In short, 
the kids were so impressive we took a couple of them with us 
for fast-track mentoring by Cat and the Tunas Hijau team in 
Surabaya, who Cat had worked with for nearly 22 years. 

We also took them to the Australian Embassy in Jakarta, so 
they could tell their story, and practice their pitch. Were they 
as impressed as us? Maybe, because shortly afterwards our 
application to DFAT Ausaid was successful, and we were able to 
bring ten of the kids down to Perth for the MK conference and 
more training. They did a range of presentations, and met with 
Julie Bishop, who was Foreign Affairs Minister at the time. There 
focus issue was waste. 

Fast forward to the difficult COVID 19  times, the Sumbawa 
crew continue to go from strength to strength. They have 
focussed their remarkable community work on supporting 
the poor and protecting the community from the ravages of 
the pandemic. They have continued on their mission to start 
a school, and have now acquired land.  MK has formed a 
major partnership here around waste education , and will be 
developing and delivering a broad environmental education 
curriculum. In effect, this will be the first MK school.

It has been great that we have been able to support this, 
through a very generous donation from the Owen Francis 
Foundation.

We continue to fund raise and support this group remotely until 
we can travel there again. We do whatever we can for them 
from here, but we miss being there with them. If you want to 
know more, or want to support this project, get in touch!

Wayne O’Sullivan

Mentor

MEET THE TEAM - MENTOR PERSPECTIVE
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Mentors Matter

Alumni refers to those 
who have had involvement 
with Millennium Kids since 
1996. These Alumni are now 
employed in leadership roles, 
sustainability organisations 
and futures thinking 
landscapes applying skills, 
knowledge and values 
learned through Millennium 
Kids. 

Isabella has been involved with 
Millennium Kids for the larger 
part of her life working within the 
youthboard, as a mentor and now 
gaining opportunities through our 
Alumni program.  

Through Millennium Kids I have had an amazing opportunity to 
connect with professionals from Media on Mars and gain work 
experience. I was a Youth Board member within Millennium Kids 
for a number of years and after university I came back as an 
Alumni and gained the opportunity to work in house at Media 
on Mars on MK projects.  I was aided by my mentor Ute and 
we worked on the “Skills for Life” booklets which are now being 
used at schools as part of the Millennium Kids One Thousand 
Actions for the Planet program. 

Alumni

Alumni Opportunities

The abilities I gained through this process allowed me to take 
the lead on this Annual Report which you are currently reading. 

I also worked on the Green Lab badges which are now profiled 
on the Green Lab Challenge, a collaboration with Curtin 
University. I gained lots of new skills when I met the youth team 
working on the Coastal Connections Challenge. Listening to 
their ideas about what they wanted in a logo and presenting 
them a series of designs was a challenge I enjoyed. These 
design works have been added to my portfolio and can be used 
for future graphic design endeavours. 

If you want to give your time back to Millennium Kids there is 
always something you can do and upskill at the same time.

Isabella Taylor

Alumni

MEET THE TEAM - ALUMNI PERSPECTIVE
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Climate Change

Waste

Energy

Animals

MK Sustainability 
Pillars 

Water

Peace and Lifestyle

Plants

Air and Transport

Transition 2020

The Transition 2020 document was 
developed in order to outline how 
Millennium Kids was going to move 
forward into the new decade. The 
organisation aligned itself with the 
UN Sustainable Development Goals 
and identified three main objectives 
as a part of this transition; the 
review of the One Thousands 
Actions for the Planet program, 
the building of an online support 
network and training and mentoring 
program and the development of a 
series of projects that aligned with 
kids’ priorities.

The Youth Challenges on the 
Environment were presented to 
Minister for Environment; Stephen 
Dawson in April 2019 and formed 
the basis for planning signature MK 
projects to support young change 
makers. 

Top Priorities

Waste Management 
Deforestation
Climate Change 

MK SUSTAINABILITY PILLARS - TRANSITION 2020



26 27MILLENNIUM KIDS IMPACT REPORT 2020

Climate Change
• Politicians to acknowledge that Climate Change is real and action needs to 

be taken

• Kids want the science of climate front and centre; wider understanding of 
Climate Science

• Protection of carbon sinks by the government and kept safe from fracking, 
mining, coral bleaching and deforestation.

• Bring back the carbon tax - big polluters need to be held accountable

• Management of finite resources and a transition from fossil fuels 

Waste
• Reduction of green washing ‘bio’ or “biodegradable” 

• Legislation around waste reduction; complete ban on single use plastic, 
incentivised recycling - aim is zero landfill

• Want to see a three-bin system all over Australia

• Industry and Individuals take charge of their part in waste management 
and production 

• Fully funded, fully supported state-wide recycling and resource recovery 
system

• Stop relying on recycling programs in developing countries 

• Sorting and composting facilities at all public festivals and events

The MK Sustainability Pillars

Youth Challenges on the Environment

“If we continue to use fossil 
fuels the way we currently 

do ... we will be on track 
for a 4-degree increase in 

temperatures this century.”

Energy
• 100% renewable energy by 2030 – commitment from Federal Government 

through incentive and legislation 

• Focus on energy storage technology to provide reliable baseline power.

• No fracking

• Energy efficient homes – legislation around sustainable homes 

• Building regulations that enforce high-energy efficiency ratings

Animals
• Species extinction rates need urgent attention 

• Cats are a huge threat to native wildlife when roaming, to be kept indoors

• Stop shark culls - important apex predators, and we risk an ecosystem collapse 
if we continue to cull them

• Long term research grants - would allow long-term study 

• All animals in the agricultural industry treated humanely

• Factor in nature when planning - factor in nature bridges and wildlife corridors 
in land developments to protect our native animals                           

MK SUSTAINABILTY PILLARS - YOUTH CHALLENGES 

Tim Leslie, Joshua Byrd and Nathan Hoad 
ABC News
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“Australia has lost 25% rainforest, 
45% of open forest, 
32% woodland forest 
and 30% of mallee forest 
in 200 years”

.Water
• Clean drinking water; water tables are being contaminated by fracking

•  Wetlands; carbon sinks/habitat - provide signage to educate 

• Recycled water! It’s a precious resource and needs to be preserved

• There is no place for high risk drilling in our precious oceans. Legislation to 
protect our reefs and oceans. 

• Managing water supplies; powered desalination/reverse osmosis

Peace and Lifestyle
• Better education and respect for Lore/Law - genuine engagement with 

leaders in the indigenous communities. 

• Work with indigenous people to reduce the disproportionate incarceration 
rates of their children.

• Education around indigenous history/ culture/ language compulsory in 
schools, 

• Climate Change taught in all schools – causes and the part we play in 
reducing carbon footprints

• We could do better in tackling poverty and the rich-poor divide in Australia

• Promote equity all councils should consider cultural and disability aspects 
in all new buildings and designs.

• Better management of finite resources and a transition from fossil fuels 

Plants
• Better management of finite resource

• Forests are our carbon sinks, natural habitats, tourist attractions and help cool 
the planet!

• Stop the loss of bushland and habitat in our city and increase tree canopy in 
suburbia

• 10% tree canopy and 60% hard surfaces, such as buildings, car parks, paths 
and roads causing the suburbs to be hotter. 

• Commitment from government to increase the overall number of trees in 
Australia

• Build ecological links, connections between areas of high diversity in Perth and 
across the state. 

• Native vegetation on verges rather than grass – require less water and 
maintenance 

• Working with councils on their coordinated revegetation projects to cool the city 
through Green Lab

• More Green Space! Kids want to see a fund to purchase land for conservation. 

Air and Transport
• Public transport, cycling and walking accessibility prioritised

• No more urban sprawl and prioritisation of car transport 

• Better technologies around hydrogen fuelled cars and biofuel powered air 
transport

• Reduction of Greenhouse Gas Emissions! 

Department of Agriculture, Water 
and Environment
Australian Government

MK SUSTAINABILTY PILLARS - YOUTH CHALLENGES 
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Financials Financial Year 2019/20

Where our money  
came from 2019

 Contracts/ Grants     
$76, 816

 Memberships                                                  
$15, 123 

 EnviroFund Donations                                     
$9, 121

 Participant Income                         
$25, 123

 Fundraising                            
$3, 855

 Other                                                                     
$53

AT A GLANCE - FINANCIALS 19/20

Volunteer Hours
4569 equivalent to 

$244,240

Where our money  
came from 2020

 Contracts/ Grants     
$101, 996

 Memberships                                                  
$20, 379 

 EnviroFund Donations                                     
$16, 510

 Participant Income                         
$43, 797

 ATO                            
$10, 000

 Other                                                                 
$1,776

“Millennium Kids continues to 
strive due to our hardworking 
partime and casual staff. As well 
as our volunteers who put our 
projects into montion”

Hannah Marsden
2009

Catrina Aniere
Ceo Millennium Kids

For full financial report contact Millennium Kids admin
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How we spent your money

MK Youth Board

East Hammersley PS

Rossmoyne PS

Wesley College

Kids on Country

Lake Gwelup PS

Banksia Park PS

Coolbinia PS

Westminster JP

St Lawrence PS

St Denis PS

Weld Square Bushrangers

Your Move

St Kieran’s Catholic PS

CCGJS

East Vic Park PS

City of Canning Youth Futures

Perth Modern School

All Saints College

PLC

Coastal Connections Challenge

0     10   20   30   40   50   60   70   80   90   100   110   120

1170 + Changemakers from 21 Schools and 
Community Groups Across WA participated in our 
skills for life training

“Thankyou to our
project funders and 

Local Government partnerships 
for making this possible” 

# of participants

Catrina Aniere
Ceo Millennium Kids

AT A GLANCE - HOW  WE SPENT YOUR MONEY

15 Project Funders and In-Kind Partners and Collaborators 

Government of Western Australia’s State Natural Resource Management 
Group, Lotterywest, Department of Justice, Criminal Property Confiscation 
Grants, Department of Environment, Rivercare Community Grants, 
Federal CEP Grant, The Law Society WA, The Public Transport Authority, 
Perth NRM, Department of Transport - Your Move, WA Parks Foundation, 
Media on Mars - Make It Happen, Curtin University, Etiko Fairtrade, 
The Couch, Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions   

7 Local Government Partnerships

City of Melville, City of South Perth, City of Stirling, Town of Victoria 
Park, City of Kalamunda, City of Bayswater, City of Canning 

4 Part Time Staff

Administration, governance, project facilitation and grant writing

2 Interns

Working with two interns from the McCusker Centre for Leadership 
helped generate new ways of thinking around climate change 
and developing a framework for a youth led Citizens’ Assembly 
supported by expert advisor Emeritus Professor Janette Hartz-Karp.

18 Low Carbon Online Meetings

COVID 19 inspired our young people to engage through a range of online 
tools. Online Low Carbon Labs and Citizens Assembly meetings meant 
our members stayed connected and communicated on a regular basis. 

Newsletter 

Thanks to our team of young people, ably supported by Heather Johnstone, 
our Newsletter was distributed monthly to over 900 members and friends.

 
Media 
Curtin Radio     Kids on Country 
ABC Radio Goldfields   Kids on Country 
Channel 7 Today Tonight                     Edulis 
The Couch                      About Millennium Kids

                                                                            Waste Free Movement
     Patrick’s Project
     Aelwen’s Project 
Community Newspaper    GreenLAB                                    
Kalgoorlie Miner                      Nutha Way
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Website 
Rebuild

Project

The Innovator
Jacob’s Story
Our Council and Kids undertook a 
review of Millennium Kids and began 
the process of a strategic plan - 
Transition 2020. 

Jacob Cassey developed the idea to 
create an innovative online tool for 
young people who want to change 
the world but don’t have the networks 
or mentors to make their ideas a 
reality. With the help of grants from 
Lotterywest and the Waste Authority 
of Western Australia Jacob took 
the lead and helped coordinate the 
transition to a new website. With the 
help of other MK members he met 
with designers at Media on Mars and 
oversaw the project from beginning 
to end over three years.

As the project manager for the 
MK website – he was chosen as 
the winner of  WA Youth Awards 
The Youth Futures Innovations for 
Sustainable Futures 2019.

In 2019 - 2020 the 
Youth Board helped 
manage the content 
of the website and 
ensured newsletters 
were sent out 
monthly. 
Jacob came to the MK UNconference 
in 2016. He worked with Cameron 
McDiven and Craig Winley in a 
facilitated session on the future of 
MK. Jacob took the lead and helped 
coordinate the transition with other 
MK members and website designers 
Media on Mars. 

Check our website out at 
millenniumkids.com.au

It is estimated that 40,000 million 
plastic utensils are used every year 
around the world and that is enough 
plastic to go to the moon and back 
eight times over.Plastic waste ends 
up in landfill and in our oceans and 
takes thousands of years to break 
down.

We pitched to Millennium Kids and 
they supported our idea. We made 
a recipe and trialed it. Even Julie 
Bishop tasted it. We pitched at the 
Global Shaper’s Soup event and won 
the $910.00 to start our enterprise. 
We have made a prototype and 
I got to speak at the WASSO 
conference to tell everyone about our 
innovation.

Bread in Common 
chef, Scott, mentored 
us and gave us advice 
on our prototype. We 
checked out the 3D 
printer at Sue Lewis 
Chocolatier and have 
made plans to build 
our own.
In December 2018 we delivered 100 
spoons to the Prepare, Produce, 
Provide professional learning session 
for teachers at the Joondalup TAFE. 
We met Patrick, head of the Culinary 
and Catering School, to share our 
ideas with him. He loved tasting our 
cutlery and was pretty impressed. 
In 2021 we want to find a mentor to 
help us scale our product.

1000 Actions 
for the Planet
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Millennium Kids has implemented thousands of projects around the globe 
since we were founded in 1996. We work to inspire young people to look 
locally at the issues that concern them; up skill them, in turn ensuring 
they have support to make change now. Whatever the issue, big or small 
Millennium Kids works beside young people to make their projects a reality.

Since 2016 as part of Millennium Kids commitment to the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals we have been working with hundreds of young people 
in local communities to develop One Thousand Actions for the Planet, a 
youth-driven sustainability initiative. 

Edulis
Huong’s Story
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Project

The Patron 
Professor Lyn Beazley

Green Lab initiatives are a youth 
led project focusing on monitoring, 
protecting and increasing canopy to 
cool the plant. The project enables 
young people to address concerns 
for their future through revegetation 
and long-term protection of natural 
areas. 

We surveyed over 500 young people 
across five local government areas 
who identified the loss of tree canopy 
as one of the major environmental 
problems facing future generations. 
This youth led STEAM initiative is 
planned, undertaken and monitored 
by schools, community groups and 
LGA’s. Through it, young people will 
realise their vision for a connected 
canopy across Perth that creates a 
cooler climate, while providing habitat 
for native flora and fauna, and green 
spaces for people. This allows for the 
activation of spaces and spread of 
awareness around protecting and 
monitoring trees in their areas - in 
turn reducing the urban heat effect. 

In 2019 Millennium 
Kids Inc received a 
$308,000 grant to 
implement our Green 
Lab program over 3 
years. 
Through an online collaboration with 
Curtin University and Cisco Webex, 
Green Lab Challenge went online 
at the beginning of COVID 19 and 
allows students to explore a range 
of HASS, cultural coder and  citizen 
science activities.

Check our webisite out at     
greenlab.org.au

 

The Advocate
Charles’ Story

I took my MK buddies to look at 
my revegetation patch and then 
we went on a nice long walk and 
checked out the plants on the 
Heritage Trail nearby.

I’m rehabilitating bush behind my 
house in a two-kilometre stretch, and 
as the land had been cleared before, 
weeds form most of the local plant 
community. My aim is to change 
that and restore comparative health 
to the bush by getting rid of weeds 
and replanting natives. Although this 
may sound simple, it’s actually a 
very complicated process involving 
careful biological monitoring and 
strategic planting of micro biomes 
and microclimates. 

For example a dryandra 10 
centimetres away from another may 
be dying whilst the other one thrives. 
This is usually due to the high 
variation of microclimates in an area. 

Microclimates are basically 
variations on light, rainfall, humidity, 
disease, fungi, fauna passage and 
soil. These tiny factors can pre-
determine the failure or success of a 
plant. With these things worked out 
I then systematically remove and 
replace weeds with natives. 

If I just ploughed out all of the weeds 
then that would leave the area 
mostly devoid of cover for native 
plants or animals. By taking out 
small patches out at a time... I avoid 
that. I also never use pesticides for 
any weed, no matter how annoying. 

Pesticides are like 
nuclear bombs, 
killing almost 
every living thing 
and endangering 
all remaining with 
cancer and other 
diseases. 
This is very destructive for the short 
and long term health of the area 
affected. So therefore I only dig out 
weeds. I’m currently rehabilitating a 
small area of weed-infested heath.

Goal: 3 Local Gov Areas

Actual: 4 Local Gov Areas
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Our Millennium Kids teams are 
looking for innovative solutions to 
waste issues and have created the 
Waste Free Movement. Kids know 
we can reduce our waste and at 
Millennium Kids we are committed 
to giving the tools to kids to make 
their waste solutions a reality 
whether it be making upcycled 
reusable cloth bags or running 
campaigns at schools and in the 
community to reduce plastic use. 

Maria was a McCusker Centre for 
Citizenship intern at Millennium Kids 
in 2018. Maria undertook research 
into the different packaging offered 
at market stalls at Australia Day 
and the Salty X Markets. Armed 
with information Maria helped 
survey patrons and food stall 
owners about the takeaway 
packaging they were using. 

In 2019 City of South Perth 
contracted Millennium Kids to 
manage the waste education 
and bins at the Celebration Zone 
on the South Perth Foreshore 
for the Australia Day event. 

In 2020 Maria lead a 
team of young people 
auditing festivals 
and events while 
educating the public 
about reducing waste.

They are kicking off the season at 
Summer x Salt Markets in Trigg. 

Waste Free 
Movement
The Change Agent
Maria’s Story

Kids on 
Country 

Project

A youth led citizen science 
initiative in Coolgardie, Kids 
on Country engages with local 
indigenous young people on 
country exploring culture and 
language by re-establishing the 
tradition of on-country learning. 

Kids from Coolgardie explore the 
Great Western Woodland and work 
alongside elders and scientists 
to learn about fire management 
and monitoring local wildlife. The 
group leaders have developed the 
Skills for Life Program - a series 
of sustainability leadership field 
trips for young indigenous kids 
from their town. The freedom of 
play, exploration and sharing of 
knowledge encourages the kids 
to learn culture and become more 
active in their communities. 

They now have field trips five times a 
year, learning stories and language 
from the area, developing fire 
management skills and studying 
Malleefowl nesting and monitoring 
for conservation purposes. 

The group has hosted international 
scientific delegations on Country 
and have even produced a video 
to educate the wider community 
about the Malleefowl.

Through a State Natural Resource 
Management grant the young 
people learnt seed collection, 
propagation and visited sites across 
the Goldfields to see how their skills 
could be put into action. The sites 
visits included a visit to Karlkurla 
Park to check out the shade house at 
Kalgoorlie - Boulder Urban Landcare 
Group, a visit to IGO mine site to 
discover how drones are used in 
fire management and revegetation 
program and out to Credo Research 
Station to to see  tourism in action 
and how indigenous knowledge 
is a pathway to employment.

In 2019 Jasmin. Dolly, 
Tamara and Krystal 
represented their 
team as Finalists in 
the WA Youth Awards.
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Project

The Reformer
Brandon Spurling
Filmmaker 

Brandon took part in the Right Track Program, collaboration between 
the Public Transport Authority and Millennium Kids, when he was 15. Now 
Brandon is working with Millennium Kids as a filmmaker in the Nuthaway 
Project.

“When I was growing up, opportunities like 
these made me start sticking my hand up, 

something I’ve been doing ever since.”

The Advocate
Jazmyn-Yavu-Kama
Childcare worker

Jaz did the Certificate 1 in Leadership, with Millennium Kids, funded by Alcoa 
of Australia, when she was 15. Now Jaz is working with Millennium Kids as a 
co-facilitator in the Nuthaway team.

“Nothing white people do will fix this, change 
has to come from within.”

Nutha Way is an Indigenous youth 
leadership program initiative of the 
Law Society of Western Australia 
working to build better relationships 
between young people, their 
community and local police.

We have learned from experience 
that working in communities means 
taking the time to listen first and 
learn from their experiences. We focus 
on building strong relationships first, 
nurturing a mutual trust so that the 
community has the confidence and 
capacity to work with the program. 
We go slow and actively listen before 
any action is determined, ensuring 
solutions are always culturally 
appropriate and youth-led. 

Nutha Way follows the Millennium 
Kids Skills for Life process, with a 
special focus on 6 key principles. 
Skills for Life asks young people to 
identify solutions to the problems 
they’re experiencing, research 
and implement projects at a local 
level, and engage with the wider 
community for lasting change. 

The Skills for Life process has been 
acknowledged as intrinsically aligned 
with UNESCO’s Life Skills framework 
and has proven results in building 
confidence and resilience in young 
people. One of the best testaments 
to the Skills for Life approach is 
that the Nutha Way Indigenous 
Youth Leaders are all alumni of the 
Millennium Kids program for high 
school students. They have returned 
12 years later to lead this program.

Through the Millennium Kids’ 
Skills for Life process — and with a 
special focus on co-design — Nutha 
Way is empowering young people 
to address issues affecting their 
communities. The team facilitate 
the processes with communities to 
ensure that solutions come from 
within the communities themselves. 
Working like this, Nutha Way delivers 
culturally appropriate strategies to 
increase positive interaction in the 
community, build better relationships 
with Police. 
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“Have fun, eat chocolate
and care for the environment”

Triple Bottom Line
Millennium Kids

2050 Vision 
With climate change, deforestation, 
extinction and reports that say we 
will have more plastic in the oceans 
than fish in 2050 we need lots of 
inspiration and supporters to help 
make our ideas real. 

Please contact our office at info@millenniumkids.com.au, 
we have plenty of ideas to make this world a better place.


