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I THINK!
I CARE!
I DO!

Millennium Kids Inc is a not for profit environmental organisation run by young people for young people. 
Millennium Kids Inc is a Sustainable Schools WA Alliance partner and a registered UN Sustainable 
Development Goal project.

Banksia Sustainability Awards 2020 | Community and Charity Winner

28 SEPTEMBER 2021, 9.00AM - 4.30PM JOHN TONKIN COLLEGE

THE CITY OF MANDURAH 
YOUTH LED DELIBERATION 

ON CLIMATE CHANGE
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We exist for kids  
to tackle the big issues

Millennium Kids Youth Facilitators: Isabella Poll and India Aniere

MK Observers: MK CEO Catrina Luz Aniere and Cathy Levett

MK Mentors: Rachel Rainey and Gerard Mazza

Participants: 

Mandurah - Mark Ajero Youth Advisory Council, Benjamin Saj, Dominka Sajova, Jason Lim Headspace 
Mandurah, Pamela Lloyd Headspace Mandurah and Tamara Mott Youth Development Officer 

Perth - Amelia Turk, Jacob Cassey and Emily Cassey

The South West - Bella Burgemeister

Goldfields - Vanessa Macri and Tim Neeson

Pilbara - Stuart Wood and Troy Wood 
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Summary
Millennium Kids has a long history of giving 
youth a voice, and supporting their actions. 

Since 1996, Millennium Kids has enabled thousands of young people to have their say about 
the environment, leading to hundreds of inspiring youth-led initiatives that have contributed 
significantly to the environment and communities in WA and beyond.

The Mandurah Youth Led Deliberation brought together young people to deliberate over the 
charge: How can we, in Western Australia, collectively tackle climate change while supporting 
our places to thrive? What does this mean for our region and the way we live? Throughout the 
day attendees participated in a number of activities which encouraged them to think critically 
and deliberate over the most viable solutions needed to tackle the climate issues facing 
Mandurah.

The day began with an introduction to deliberation: how to do it; why it’s important; and 
why the method is different to what decision makers are currently doing. Next participants 
got to know each other through a range of introductory activities. Feeling comfortable and 
connecting with each other in the environment was an important aspect of the day because 
it enabled the participants to have open discussions and also develop strong relationships 
with like minded individuals. Following this, participants were further educated about the 
climate issues facing our region through a series of videos. The young people then had the 
opportunities to ask questions to a number of climate experts in the room. 

It is important to note that the Mandurah event also had some adults attend and participate. 
However, lead facilitators separated participants who were under 25, with participants who 
were over 25, to ensure that the creative process of the younger participants was not hindered.

After the learning about the issues, participants began a “World Café” activity. This involved 
getting into small groups and identifying the changes that they felt needed to be made, both 
to their region as well as individually.

Using the challenges they identified, the participants then used an Affinity Diagram to 
organise the ideas collected and selected the top two priorities for each question: What 
changes does our region need to make and what changes do we need to make to the way 
we live. The solutions were further discussed and a list of actions which the young people 
believed needed to be actioned was then outputted. 

Following deliberation, critical thinking and extensive questioning, the participants decided 
that the changes needed to be made to the way we lived were increasing conscious 
consumption through education and incentives as well as reducing the purchase of new 
clothing and reusing already owned clothing through introducing a clothing version of 
Containers for Change, handing down clothes and education.

The young people decided that the changes needed to be made to our region included: 
further educating the community about Climate Change and improving ocean biodiversity 
through an Adopt a Dolphin program and providing incentives to collect waste.

Millennium Kids has been 
initiating change in our 
community since 1996
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It was clear that participants did not always have a clear understanding on ‘what changes 
does our region need to make?’ For example, some participants focused more on individual 
lifestyle changes rather than collective community action.

Additionally, the style of participation ranged from group to group during the different 
activities. For instance, one group decided to work on their solutions by standing and walking 
around their table, while others remained seated. We also noticed that during the sharing 
process of the participants’ final solutions, the participants had many more questions and 
amendments for other groups’ solutions, compared to previous events.

Throughout the day we ensured there were lots of breaks, which worked well because it 
ensured participants remained engaged. The breaks varied from fun physical activities like 
Octopus to more quiet games such as charades. 

Methods for engaging participants

The event was advertised through a number of different forums including through Mandurah 
schools, community groups and organisations. It was also published on the Citizens’ 
Assembly steering committees individual Instagram, Facebook and LinkedIn accounts as well 
as the Millennium Kids social media accounts. Individuals whom Millennium Kids thought 
may be interested were also contacted personally. 
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What key changes do we need to 
make to the way we live? 
Conscious consumption
1. Education: more transparency between consumer and supplier from how and where the 

product were made and their impact of the environment. It should also be made illegal not 
to disclose the impact the products have on the environment and there should be a tax 
reduction for companies which seek to fully disclose and limit the environmental impact 
that they have.

2. Incentives for consumers: consumers should get a percentage off buying products when 
they buy items that are sustainable. For example, coffee cups and containers.

Reduce and reuse clothing
3. Introduce a containers for change for clothing with factories and facilities which have the 

ability to process it and recycle clothes for other purposes.

4. Hand down clothing to extended family and if it cannot be handed down, give it to an op 
shop or sell online through platforms such as Depop and Facebook marketplace. Op shops 
should be advertised more and people need to be educated about buying from op shops.

5. The community needs to be taught how to re-use clothing through demonstrations at 
events such as Crab Fest.

What key changes does our 
region need to make?
Educating and community
6. Starting to educate primary schools students more on Climate Change.

7. Educating the community through education, awareness and campaigning stores at 
events such as Crab Fest.

8. Providing workshops during the holidays or during schools hours about Climate Change.

Improving ocean biodiversity
9. Improving dolphin conservation by introducing an ‘Adopt a Dolphin’ program. The 

program would allow the general public to adopt a dolphin, track it and fund care needed 
to ensure the dolphin remains in good health and safe.

10. Providing government, community and personal incentives to collect waste. For example, 
having different bins which you can put plastic you collect along the beach in. Each 
bin would have a different nominated organisation (ie supporting an environmental or 
community cause), the organisation whose bin gets the most waste put into it would win a 
prize, like at what happens at Grill’d Burgers
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Appendix
What changes does our region need to make?

Managing waste
• Three bin system mandatory for shires and city

• Deal with waste here in WA

• Recycling bins

• Facilities for dealing with our waste

Advertising sustainability
• More advertising for shops that have recycled clothing (like op shops)

• Honest advertising for food companies and political parties

Shopping sustainably
• Local shops - small businesses accountable to sustainability

• Plastic free food shops

• Stopping the use of plastic bags for vegetables

Dressing sustainably
• Renting and borrowing clothing

• Borrow clothes from shops and return them after a few days

What key changes does our region need to 
make?

Community and personal sustainability
• Plastic free living

• Joining community groups - gardens, clubs, etc.

• Clean up schools more than once a year (ie on clean up Australia day)

• Have less water waste in daily life

• Reduce water waste and usage

• Do more beach clean ups in the community

• Picking up rubbish 

Being sustainable
• Worm farm and compost

• Invest in a soda stream and reuse the gas canisters

• Awareness of recycling rules

• Active transport (walking, riding)

• Educate others about climate change

• Educate yourself and others

• Silicon/metal straws

• Reusable bags

• Use sustainably sourced bamboo toothbrushes

Educating young people
• Poster competitions about climate change

• Calling people out!

• Educate yourselves and others

• Talk to people who are knowledgeable 
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Agenda 
09.20 Acknowledgement to Country, Welcome to All

What we are here to do today, why it’s important, and what will happen to our results

09.40 Participant Introductions/Icebreaker

09.50 Overview of a Mini-Public, Deliberation, Ground Rules, Facilitators, and our 
‘Charge’

10.00  Small group discussion

Get to know each other – your name, one thing you’d like others to remember you by; and 
one thing you’d like our group to achieve today? Share ideas

10.20 Break-Out Session

10.30 Better Understanding Climate Change (show 1 video at a time)

Brief overview of Key Thinking Skills - Critical Thinking

Each table prepares 1-2 questions for each video. State which Key Thinking Skill it is

(Clarity/Depth/Accuracy/Breadth/Relevance/Logic) and decide who will ask it

Q&A with climate change ‘experts’ after each video– each table asks 1-2 questions

11.10 Break-Out Session

11.20 Table Reflection 

Considering what we’ve learnt about climate change, what will be important to remember 
when we address our ‘Charge’?

Plenary session - Share thoughts, including why it’s important

11.30 Morning Tea  

11.40 Addressing our ‘Charge”: World Café –Round 1, 15 mins per round

To reduce the impacts of climate change:

 a) What key changes does our region need to make?

Change starts with you, 
initiate them within your 
household
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12.10 Break-Out Session

12.20 Addressing our ‘Charge”: World Café –Round 2, 15 mins per round

To reduce the impacts of climate change:

 b) What key changes do we need to make to the way we live?

12.50 Lunch (30 mins)

01.20 Theming: Affinity Diagram of each of the 2 Boards. Each team takes 1 Board.

01.50 Break-out session

02.00 Prioritising the changes we need to make – with 6 dot points, 3 per Board. 

Each person places a dot point on 2 of their most important changes to address on the 1st 
Board, with the 3rd dot point on a different change or one they’ve already selected. Repeat 
for the 2nd Board.

02.20 Plenary: Overviewing the Priority Changes

Clarifying and responding to questions

02.30 Addressing the Top Priority Changes (i.e. 2 priorities per Board). 

a) What key changes does our region need to make?

Discuss and document specifically what we need to do to bring about that change?

03.00 Afternoon Tea

03.15 Addressing the Top Priority Changes (i.e. 2 priorities per Board). 

b) What key changes do we need to make to the way we live?

Discuss and document specifically what we need to do to bring about that change?

03.55 Plenary: Listening to Each Team’s Specific Suggestions.

Discussing what else could be added or amended

04.05 Plenary: Requesting Volunteers to Prepare this Mini-Public’s Final Report.

Agreeing on the process to gain participant ‘sign-off’ to their Mini-Public’s Final Report

04.15 Plenary: Suggesting How We Can Move on From Here and Take Action

04.30 Thank You and Close
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Special thanks to Barbara Sing and John Tonkin College
For more information contact Bella Poll, Millennium Kids Youth Board Co President 

bellap@millenniumkids.com.au


